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Times go low at Central Lake Class D Invitational

Participants in the girls varsity race take off at
the start of the Central Lake Class D Cross
Country Invitational.

Inset: Central Lake Junior Jordan Becker sprints
to the finish line during a career best
performance on Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Barb Schechter
CENTRAL LAKE - Hundreds of small
school runners were treated to a super
fast course at the Annual Central Lake
Class D Invitational on Saturday. After &
relentless grooming, the grass course at
McPherson Farm produced the fastest
times of the season for many local
athletes.

The girls varsity race featured a rematch
between BellaireOs Emily Kwekel and Mt!
Pleasant Sacred HeartOs Bridget Bennett, the defending Division 4 state champion. Kwekel
took the season opening Ryan Shay Cross Country Invitational ahead of Bennett, but on
Saturday, despite breaking the 19:00 mark, Kwekel (18:55.6) finished runner up to Bennett.
In overall team standings, the Ellsworth Lady Lancers took second behind Sacred Heart with
85 points. Olivia Certa (13th-21:12.8) was the top runner and was helped by Taylor Hartley
(21st-21:55.2), Lindsey Fisher (24th-22:14.1), Emily Piellusch (36th-23:40.7), and Jalyn
Ingalls (40th-23:56.8).

Alba placed seventh as a team with 141 points and was led by Senior Maria LalLone
(21:54.6), who rounded out the top 20. Other finishers were: Tianna Windish (37th-23:42.5),
Taylor Roberts (39th-23:50.9), Kristi Leitow (64th-26:00.2), and Emily Harris (68th-27:01.1).
Along with Kwekel, representing Bellaire were: Katie Odom (32nd-23:15.2), Mary Walsh
(34th-23:26.5), and Stephanie Caputo (44th-24:16.8).

Ellsworth also had a strong showing in the boys varsity race, placing third as a team behind
Sacred Heart and Onaway. Jordan Muma (17:49) cracked the top 10 with his ninth place
finish, while Seth Merrifield (18:01.8) was two spots behind him in 11th. Other point earners
were: Jacob Seaney (23rd-18:34.7), Dalton Swenson (25th-18:39.7), and Pablo Oviedo
(64th-20:50.5).

The host Trojans turned in a solid fifth place finish and were led by Junior Jordan Becker
(16:27.5), who, in a new personal best, missed out on second place by two tenths of a
second. Zack Harvey (17:52.4) rounded out the top 10. Other point earners were: Logan
Snyder-Olsen (27th-18:44), Zack Beckman (42nd-19:26.9), and Carrick Conway (59th-
20:27.5).

Alba placed 10th out of 12 full teams and was led by Mark Millard (49th-19:54.1). Other
point earners were: Joe Dixon (62nd-20:33), Gary Pawson (66th-20:56), Joey Jewell (68th-
21:05.7), and Randy Hoogerhyde (74th-21:45.9).
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